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Shri M.J. Akbar, Hon’ble Minister of State for External Affairs, Government of India had led a high-level delegation to the 

UAE from 28-29 October 2017 for the second round of ‘UAE - India Strategic Dialogue’. The meeting was co-chaired by 

the Indian Minister of State for External Affairs, Shri M.J. Akbar and His Excellency Dr. Anwar Bin Mohammed Gargash, 

UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs on 29
th
 October 2017 in Abu Dhabi. The first round of the 

Strategic Dialogue was held in New Delhi on 20
th
 January 2017. 

 

In the meeting, both sides highlighted the importance of strategic bilateral dialogue in enhancing the co-ordination and co-

operation between the two countries. Both dignitaries and their respective delegation members discussed means of 

consolidating strategic co-operation in the areas of defence, investment, security, terrorism, consular matters, energy and 

technology covering the entire gamut of bilateral, regional and international matters of mutual interest. 

 

Shri M.J. Akbar apprised that the Strategic Dialogue is a very important element in the architecture of India’s growing 

relationship with the United Arab Emirates. He also added that the discussions undertaken during the meeting would enable 

to review and re-energise the elements of UAE-India comprehensive dialogue. 

 

Dr. Anwar Gargash praised the strategic relations between the UAE and India, while highlighting the desire and interest of 

the UAE’s leadership to consolidate and develop these relations, reflecting the ambitions and directives of the supreme 

command of both countries. He also appreciated the contribution of Indian community towards the progress and prosperity 

of the UAE.  

 

During the discussion, both sides expressed satisfaction at the great progress achieved in the bilateral relationship, anchored 

on regular high-level visits and extensive people-to-people contacts. The visit of Indian Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 

to the UAE in August 2015 and Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan to India 

in February 2016 and subsequently as the Chief Guest at the Republic Day celebrations during January 2017 have elevated 

the relationship to a comprehensive strategic partnership. 

UAE - India Strategic Dialogue : October 2017, Abu Dhabi 
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The volume of two-way annual trade between the countries is estimated at around USD 53 billion. The UAE is India’s 

third largest trading partner and for the UAE, India has been the largest trading partner. The UAE has raised its investment 

profile in India, and cooperation has increased on security issues. About 2.6 million strong and vibrant Indian community 

forms the largest expatriate group in the UAE. 

 

The UAE has welcomed India’s participation as Guest of Honour at the World Government Summit scheduled to be held 

in February 2018 in Dubai. Both the sides agreed to hold the third round of the strategic dialogue in New Delhi on mutually 

convenient dates. 

 

During the visit, Shri M.J. Akbar also met His Excellency Mohammed bin Ahmad Al Bawardi, UAE Cabinet Member and 

Minister of State for Defence Affairs and His Highness Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chief of the Crown Prince 

Court and CEO & Managing Director of Abu Dhabi Investment Authority. 
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Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry, Government of India visited UAE in December 2017. During the 

visit, Hon’ble Minister had meetings with His Excellency Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed Belhaif Al Nuaimi, UAE Cabinet Member 

and Minister of Infrastructure Development; Mr Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEO, DP World; Mr Ibrahim 

Sharaf, Chairman, Sharaf Group etc. 

 

His Excellency Dr. Abdullah bin Mohammed Belhaif Al Nuaimi, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of Infrastructure Development 

and Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry discussed means of cooperation across several areas of mutual 

interest. His Excellency Dr. Nuaimi highlighted the importance of the exchange of knowledge in various areas of the infrastructure 

sector, due to its key role in advancing the institutional work of both the countries. Shri Prabhu viewed the country’s 

development plans in the areas of ports & logistics infrastructure and discussed the exchange of knowledge in these areas. 

 

His Excellency Dr. Nuaimi mentioned that this visit reflects the mutual desire of the leadership of both countries to conduct 

mutual visits and meetings and continue developing their bilateral ties to serve their mutual interests. These meetings also reflect 

the directives of the UAE leadership, who are aware of the importance of boosting the UAE’s overall bilateral ties with India, he 

added. 

 

The meeting ended on a positive note and Shri Suresh Prabhu congratulated the UAE’s leadership and people for obtaining 

Category-B membership to the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) while praising its international reputation in various 

sectors, including infrastructure and ports. 

 

During the visit, Shri Prabhu also met Mr Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEO, DP World. During the meeting, 

Shri Suresh Prabhu and Mr Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem held discussions on logistics sector, industrial corridors and promoting 

UAE investments in India. Hon’ble Minister also invited Mr Sulayem for Partnership Summit scheduled to be held in February 

2018 in Vizag.  

 

In his meeting with Mr Ibrahim Sharaf, Chairman, Sharaf Group, Shri Suresh Prabhu apprised the policy developments and 

encouraged him to make additional investments in the country. While discussing, Mr Sharaf shared his company’s expansion 

plan and conveyed Sharaf’s Group long term commitment for the Indian market.  

Visit of Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry, Government of India to the UAE 
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H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation met Shri M. J. 

Akbar, Indian Minister of State for External Affairs on 8
th
 November 2017 in Abu Dhabi. 

His Highness welcomed the Indian Minister and admired the progressive ties between the two friendly countries at various 

levels. During the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral relations between the UAE and India and ways to strengthen 

co-operation and co-ordination in political, economic, commercial and social affairs.  

They also explored other areas of mutual interest to deepen the traditionally close and friendly relationship between the 

two countries.  

The meeting was also attended by His Excellency Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE. 

Meeting of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Foreign Affairs & International 

Cooperation with Shri M.J. Akbar, Indian Minister of State for External Affairs  
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Shri Shripad Yesso Naik, Hon’ble Union Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India visited 

UAE to attend the first International AYUSH Conference and Exhibition 2017. The event was jointly organised by Ministry of 

AYUSH, Science India Forum (SIF) and World Ayurveda Foundation in cooperation with the Indian Embassy and Indian Consulate 

in UAE from 9
th
-11

th
 November 2017. Hon’ble Minister was accompanied by Mr Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha, Secretary, Ministry of 

AYUSH. 

The theme of the Conference was ‘Lifestyle Diseases – Prevention & Management through AYUSH’. It was jointly inaugurated by 

Shri Shripad Naik and H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of State for Tolerance. 

His Excellency Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE, addressed the inaugural session of the Conference and Mr 

Vipul, Consul General of India in Dubai addressed the valedictory session.  

Industry experts and senior officials from both the countries discussed intensively to take forward major proposals in order to 

support the wider acceptance of these branches of medicines. The Conference was attended by over 800 AYUSH practitioners 

from 16 countries. About 100 papers and 70 posters were presented during the Conference and more than 15000 people visited 

the Exhibition. 

On the sidelines of the event, Shri Shripad Naik and Mr Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha had meetings with Her Excellency Ohood bint 

Khalfan Al Roumi, UAE Minister of State for Happiness and Wellbeing; H.E. Dr. Amin Hussain Al Amiri, Assistant Undersecretary 

- Medical Practice and License Sector, Ministry of Health; and Dr. Ramadan Al Blooshi, Chief Executive Officer, Dubai Healthcare 

City Authority Regulation.  

In his meeting with Her Excellency Ohood bint Khalfan Al Roumi, Shri Shripad Naik discussed role of Ayush in achieving better 

health, happiness and positivity in life. In another meeting with H.E. Dr. Amin Hussain Al Amiri, Assistant Undersecretary - Medical 

Practice and License Sector, UAE Ministry of Health, Shri Shripad Naik and Mr Vaidya Kotecha put forward several proposals for 

working together for promoting AYUSH. They discussed regarding many issues included signing a memorandum of understanding 

between the two countries for the promotion of AYUSH, setting up an AYUSH chair in one of the Universities in Dubai, starting 

a manufacturing facility of AYUSH medicines in Dubai, approving AYUSH pharmacopoeia to boost the availability and trade of 

medical products in this sector.  

 

 

 

  

Visit of Shri Shripad Yesso Naik, Indian Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Ayush to the UAE 
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A high-level delegation led by Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Haryana visited UAE from 5-7 December 

2017 to attract investments in the State. Hon’ble Minister was accompanied by Shri Vipul Goel, Hon’ble Industry Minister of 

Haryana; Mr D. S. Dhesi, Chief Secretary of Haryana; Mr Sudhir Rajpal, Principal Secretary-Industries, Haryana, and other senior 

officials from the State Government. 

During the visit, Hon’ble Chief Minister had meetings with a number of Dubai based business groups namely DP World, Sharaf 

Group, Emaar Group, Lulu Group, NMC Healthcare, Landmark Group, Al Maya Group, Hakan Agro, etc. and invited them to 

invest in the state.  

 

In his meeting with Mr Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEO, DP World, Shri Manohar Lal shared details 

relating to vast opportunities that Haryana can offer for mutual growth and invited DP World for building world class logistics 

infrastructure in the state. The meeting was also attended by His Excellency Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; 

Mr Yuvraj Narayan, Group CFO, DP World, along with several senior officials and representatives of Government authorities 

from the Indian state. 

 

In his meeting with Mr Sharafuddin Sharaf, Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group, Hon’ble Chief Minister highlighted investment 

opportunities and encouraged him to make further investments in the state. Mr Sharafuddin Sharaf shared the details relating to 

the current investments made by the Sharaf Group and conveyed his commitment to enhance investments in the State. During 

the visit, Hon’ble Chief Minister also visited the facilities of Sharaf Group in Jebel Ali Free Zone and discussed to build world 

class logistics facility in Haryana. 

 

In his another meeting with Mr Ahmad Thani Al Matrooshi, Managing Director, Emaar Properties, Shri Manohar Lal discussed 

about the investible projects in the state of Haryana. The meeting was also attended by Mr Amit Jain, Group CEO, Emaar Group; 

Mr Sanjay Malhotra, CEO-India, Emaar Group; Mr Avinash Pangarkar, Group CFO, Emaar Group along with a number of 

officials from both the sides. 

 

Hon’ble Chief Minister also had a meeting with Mr Yusuff Ali, Chairman, LuLu Group. In the meeting, Lulu Group showed 

interest in the State and had agreed to explore investment opportunities in the areas of hypermarkets, retail stores, etc. in 

Haryana. 

 

During the visit, Hon'ble CM and his accompanying delegation also had an interactive discussion with a gathering of leading 

investors from the UAE and apprised them of the strides made by Haryana, and made a strong pitch for investment in the state. 

Shri Vipul Goel, Hon’ble Industry Minister, Haryana and Mr D. S. Dhesi, Chief Secretary, Haryana, also spoke on the occasion. 

Mr Sudhir Rajpal, Principal Secretary-Industries, Haryana, made a detailed presentation on Haryana showcasing its potential and 

the opportunities the state offers. 

Visit of Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Haryana to the UAE 
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A high-level delegation led by Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh visited UAE from 21
st
-

24
th
 October 2017 to attract investments in the State. Hon’ble Minister was accompanied by Shri Kollu Ravindra, Hon’ble NRI 

Minister of Andhra Pradesh; Shri Yanamala Ramakrishnudu, Hon’ble Minister of Finance and Planning of Andhra Pradesh and 

Dr. P. Narayana, Hon’ble Minister for Municipal Administration and Urban Development, Urban Housing. 

 

During the visit, Hon’ble CM had meetings with H.E. Sultan Bin Saeed Al Mansouri, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of 

Economy; H.E. Mohammad Al Gergawi, UAE Minister of Cabinet Affairs & Future; Her Excellency Ohood bint Khalfan Al 

Roumi, UAE Minister of State for Happiness. 

 

In his meeting with H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansoori, Cabinet Member and UAE Minister of Economy, both sides discussed 

the means of consolidating the joint economic and trade co-operation between the UAE and Andhra Pradesh by focussing on 

potential opportunities in the fields of innovation and advanced technology, along with infrastructure, logistical services and 

agriculture and aviation projects.  

H.E. Sultan bin Saeed Al Mansoori highlighted the strong economic and trade relations shared by the UAE and India as reflected 

by the increasing volume of bilateral trade and investment between the two countries. H.E. Al Mansouri added that the 

existing diversity in UAE-India economic and trade co-operation presents an exceptional example of international relations 

and this mutual co-operation includes the key sectors like infrastructure, energy, industry, trade, advanced technology, logistics 

and financial services, along with aviation and air transport. This is evident from the fact that India holds a leading position 

on the list of the UAE’s trading partners, with the value of their non-oil trade exchange exceeding USD 35.9 billion in 2016. 

The meeting was attended by H.E. Abdullah Al Fan, Assistant Under Secretary - Industrial Affairs, Ministry of Economy; H.E. 

Khalifa Al Qubaisi, Deputy Director-General, Abu Dhabi Fund for Development; Mr Ahmed Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of 

UAE to India and Mr Mohammed Hamdan Nasser Al Zaabi, Director-Trade & Investment Promotion, Ministry of Economy. 

The Indian delegation included Shri Yanamala Ramakrishnudu, Hon’ble Minister of Finance and Planning of Andhra Pradesh 

and His Excellency Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE, along with several senior officials and representatives 

of Government authorities from the Indian state. 

In another meeting, Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu and his accompanying delegation including H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian 

Ambassador to the UAE met H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance.  

Visit of Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, Hon'ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh to the UAE 
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They discussed regarding various topics emphasizing that the India-UAE relationship is on an upswing and both countries have 

had strong relations for hundreds of years across trade and investment fields. 

 

H.E. Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan affirmed the strengthening of investment cooperation between the state of 

Andhra Pradesh and the UAE. The AP Chief Minister praised the strong relationship between India and the UAE, specifying 

that India is keen to strengthen cooperation with the UAE, and there are many opportunities for investment between the two 

countries at all levels.  

During the visit, the Andhra Pradesh Government signed two major deals worth USD 7.5 billion with Dubai-based firms. The 

Andhra Pradesh Economic Development Board (APEDB) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Aviation City 

LLP for developing an aero city hub in Andhra Pradesh with an investment of USD 5.5 billion. The APEDB signed another 

MoU with Bin Zayed International LLC which promised to invest USD 2 billion in various infrastructure projects in Andhra 

Pradesh. These projects include Vijayawada Metro Rail, Bhogapuram International Airport, multipurpose port at 

Ramayapatnam, major arterial ring road and inner ring road (locations not specified) and Bhogapuram-Bhimili and 

Visakhapatnam-Addaripeta beach corridors. The deals were signed to support Bin Zayed's intent to invest in infrastructural 

projects in Andhra Pradesh.  

Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu also had meetings with top executives of DP World, Emirates Airlines, Abu Dhabi Investment 

Authority, Mubadala, amongst other senior officials. 

During his meeting with Mr Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Chairman, DP World, Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu mentioned that DP 

World Group could foray into the seaports and logistics sector as Andhra Pradesh can offer excellent opportunities for mutual 

growth and encouraged to make investments in Andhra Pradesh. In his another meeting with Mr Adnan Kazim, Senior Vice-

President, Emirates Airline and Mr Ghaith al Ghaith, CEO, Fly Dubai, Hon’ble CM suggested to choose Andhra Pradesh as an 

integrated logistics hub by availing the facility of the infrastructure which has been created to promote the civil aviation and 

aerospace sectors. He further added that Andhra Pradesh took steps for the establishment of aircraft Maintenance, Repair and 

Overhaul (MRO) and the two Dubai-based global airlines could explore the opportunities thereof.   

During the visit, Hon'ble CM and his accompanying delegation also had an interactive meeting with the non-resident Telugu 

community highlighting the developmental initiatives and the existing opportunities for investment; and invited them to invest 

in Andhra Pradesh. In celebration of the visit, Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu launched Migrants' Welfare Policy & introduced 

three new schemes for non-resident Telugus (NRTs) in Dubai. Moreover, he announced setting up of a 24/7 helpline, Rs 1 

million (AED56,432) insurance scheme and an emergency fund for Gulf workers at a meet-and-greet event organised at Shaikh 

Rashid Auditorium. He encouraged NRTs to utilise these benefits.  
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had a meeting with Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce 

& Industry, Government of India on 18
th
 November 2017 to discuss a range of bilateral and multilateral matters between 

the UAE and India. 

During the meeting, Dr. Albanna reaffirmed that the UAE-India bilateral economic and commercial relations are not only 

very strong but also extensive and encompassing many sectors. He further highlighted that the UAE is one of India's most 

important trading partners. Indians are prominent investors within the UAE and India is an important export destination 

for UAE manufactured goods. Moreover, regular exchanges would further bolster trade and investment ties between the 

two countries. 

Both the dignitaries, appreciated the positive developments witnessed between both the nations and reiterated the growth 

potential for the bilateral trade. The Ambassador emphasised that the bilateral trade and investment flows between the 

UAE and India are supporting the two countries, and said that he is expecting significant growth in the coming years. The 

two sides also agreed that in order to continue to expand on these achievements, India and the UAE should take concrete 

and complex steps and plan high-level meetings quiet often. These meetings will support to facilitate resolution of 

outstanding issues of concern and increase mutual cooperation in different sectors. 

Taking the discussion forward, the two dignitaries also deliberated about the High Level Task Force meeting which is likely 

to be held soon, which would provide an opportunity for both the sides to discuss and address the outstanding issues 

related to investments. 

Dr. Albanna and Shri Suresh Prabhu discussed to hold the next High Level Task Force meeting soon, may be starting of 

2018. Hon’ble minister agreed to this and mentioned that holding such meeting is vital & serves as a robust platform to 

promote bilateral trade and investment and areas of mutual cooperation between the two countries. 

The meeting culminated on a positive note and both sides affirmed the importance of continued cooperation to build 

trade and investment relations, achieving the common interests of the two countries, and expressed their desire to promote 

and expand bilateral ties. 

  

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Shri Suresh Prabhu,  

Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry, Government of India 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India met Shri M.J. Akbar, Hon’ble Minister of State for External Affairs, 

Government of India, to personally invite him for the 8
th
 Annual Sir Bani Yas Forum scheduled to be held from 3-5 

November 2017 in Abu Dhabi. The Forum is hosted by the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation in association with the Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). 

During the meeting, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna discussed regarding the India-UAE Strategic Dialogue that will be held on 

29
th
 October 2017. India-UAE Strategic Dialogue is intended to review the actions taken after the visit of Crown Prince 

Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed to further build upon the close and regular discussions which began in August 2015; and 

to deepen cooperation in a range of areas such as trade and investment. Both the sides also discussed about the High-

Level Bilateral Matters for the year. The two leaders expressed satisfaction at the significant momentum witnessed in the 

bilateral relations after the high level business delegations from both the sides and reiterated their commitment to further 

intensify and strengthen the constructive and wide-ranging India-UAE bilateral engagement. 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna appreciated the support extended by Indian Government & mentioned that the ongoing close 

cooperation on a range of different issues will remain a key pillar of the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. The two 

sides agreed to further enhance cooperation in various fields and reaffirmed the importance of the ongoing bilateral 

cooperation for ensuring a conducive and peaceful environment for the progress and development of the two countries. 

In this context, both the dignatories discussed in detail regarding the upcoming India-UAE Strategic Dialogue in October. 

The meeting ended on a positive note and both the sides expressed common desire to bolster cooperation and exchanges 

between the two countries and admired the work of both the countries for promoting investments. 

  

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Shri M.J. Akbar, Hon’ble Minister of 

State for External Affairs, Government of India 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India met Shri Jayant Sinha, Hon’ble Minister of State for Civil Aviation, 

Government of India on 9
th
 November 2017 in New Delhi.  

 

During the meeting, the two sides discussed extensively regarding the air routes between the two countries and various 

air service matters that are governed by the Air Service Agreement (ASA) between the UAE and India; and the subsequent 

four separate Memoranda of Understanding (MoU’s) which have emerged from ASA incorporating the sectorial 

entitlements based on individual Emirate. India currently has four sectorial MoU’s with Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Sharjah and 

Ras Al Khaimah. If a new Air Service Agreement gets approval from both the sides, it will provide greater flexibility and 

ease operations for UAE and Indian carriers.  

 

Both the dignatories have proposed a meeting between the UAE General Civil Aviation Authority and India’s Directorate 

General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) at the soonest possible time to review the new agreement and policies for the bilateral 

air services agreement. They also discussed that the commercial situation and the new civil aviation policy of India is 

conductive for holding bilateral discussions periodically to review, asses, analyze, resolve and look into the capacity 

enhancements. 

 

In the meeting, Dr. Albanna described the air routes between the UAE and India as among the most lucrative in the world 

due to the sizable number of commercial activities between them. India’s bilateral air traffic rights with the UAE alone is 

higher than its combined rights with other countries. Carriers from UAE can fly total of 134,441 seats a week, Dubai 

(65,200), Abu Dhabi (50000), Sharjah (17841) and Ras Al Khaima (1400). He also mentioned that under the existing 

agreement, carriers of both India and Dubai have exhausted their bilateral seat capacities and it is the right time to bring 

in the new agreement. The new agreement will pave way to deploy more seats and lead to more flights on the India-

UAE corridor. 

 

His Excellency also mentioned that the UAE strongly believes that it is government's responsibility to ensure that any 

international agreement provides equal opportunities and mutual benefits to both the contracting parties. In this regard, 

the UAE Government has made extra efforts to resume fresh negotiation for bilateral discussions under the Air Service 

Agreement. The meeting ended on a positive note and Shri Jayant Sinha assured the Ambassador that the action on the 

same will be taken quickly. 

 

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Shri Jayant Sinha,  

Hon’ble Minister of State for Civil Aviation, Government of India 
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His Highness Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, UAE Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Ajman met His 

Excellency Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE on 25
th
 October 2017.  

His Highness welcomed the Indian Ambassador and wished him success for strengthening the bonds of mutual 

cooperation between the two friendly countries at various levels.  

During the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral relations between the UAE and India and reiterated their 

commitment to further strengthen bilateral cooperation in diverse sectors and to deepen the traditionally close and 

friendly relationship between the two countries. 

The Indian Ambassador praised the comprehensive cultural renaissance witnessed by the Emirate of Ajman in different 

sectors and fields. 

The Indian Ambassador was accompanied by Mr Vipul, Consul General of India in Dubai. The meeting was attended by 

a number of Sheikhs and senior officials from Ajman. 

Meeting of H.H. Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, UAE Supreme Council Member & Ruler of Ajman 

with H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE 
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UAE's 46
th
 National Day Celebrations in New Delhi 
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Visit of Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Haryana to the UAE - December 2017 

Dubai 

UIBC Activities (October - December 2017) 
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UIBC’s Participation in World Food India – November 2017, New Delhi 
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  UIBC’s Participation in World Food India – November 2017, New Delhi 
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UIBC Delegation to UAE-India Economic Forum (UIEF) – November 2017, Dubai 
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UIBC Delegation to India-UAE Partnership Summit (IUPS) – October 2017, Dubai 
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Quarterly News Wrap (October - December 2017) 

 

6 year UAE-India trade passes AED760 billion  UAE among India’s top Apparel Export Destination 

 

The total value of foreign trade 

between the UAE and India reached 

AED760.4 billion during the period 

from 2012 to the end of the first 

quarter of 2017, Director-General of 

the Federal Customs Authority (FCA) 

Mr Mohammad Juma Buossaiba 

stated. Read More 

 

 

According to the data of the 

Directorate General of Commercial 

Intelligence and Statistics, India’s 

apparel shipments to the UAE 

experienced significant jump of 

17.8% for the April-July period of 

2017. Read More 

WGS chooses India as Guest of Honour for its sixth session 

 India to be the ‘Country of Honour’ in the Abu Dhabi 

Festival 2018 

 

The World Government Summit 

(WGS) has selected India as guest of 

honour for its summit which is 

scheduled to be held from 11
th
-13

th
 

February 2018 in Dubai. Read More 

 

 

 

In a significant honour, India has 

been declared as the 'Guest of 

Honour country for the prestigious 

15
th
 Abu Dhabi Festival (ADF) to be 

held in March 2018 in Abu Dhabi. 

Read More 

ADIA commits USD 1 billion to Indian infrastructure 
 

ADIA puts USD100 million in KKR’s India credit platform  

 

The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 

(ADIA) will invest USD 1 billion in the 

National Investment and 

Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), marking 

the start of India’s ambitious attempt 

to raise equity funds for the 

infrastructure sector. Read More 

 

 

Abu Dhabi's sovereign wealth fund 

has recently invested about USD100 

million in the lending business of 

KKR & Co L P, with the New York 

based asset manager using the 

proceeds to expand its credit and 

corporate loans portfolio in India. 

Read More 

LuLu Group to expand retail presence in India 

 Abu Dhabi based fund to invest USD2 billion in Indian 

technology 

 

LuLu Group International is on a 

major expansion drive to increase its 

retail and hospitality footprint in 

India. The group will accomplish this 

through its retail division Tablez and 

hospitality division Twenty14. Read 

More 

 

 

Next Orbit Ventures (NOVF) ESDM, 

a newly established Abu Dhabi based 

fund, has launched a USD2 billion 

fund to invest in India's 

semiconductor and electronics 

industries. Read More 

German Mirror launches Lubricant brand in India 
 

Abu Dhabi fund picks stake in Cube Highways 

 

German Mirror Lubricants and 

Greases, a UAE headquartered 

lubricants manufacturing company, 

launched its Mirr Oils brand in India 

at a modest investment worth Rs 35 

crore. Read More 

 

 

The Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 

(ADIA) plans to buy a minority stake 

for about USD300 million (Rs 2,000 

crore) in Cube Highways & 

Infrastructure, marking its first 

investment in India’s core surface-

infrastructure space. Read More 

http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302647490
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/apparel-export-body-to-investigate-as-uae-pips-us-uk-for-top-spot-117102800342_1.html
https://www.mocaf.gov.ae/en/media/news/indian-ambassador-to-the-uae-welcomes-india-s-nomination-as-guest-of-honour-at-world-government-summit-2018
http://www.indembassyuae.org/news_letter_detail2.php?id=55&y=2017
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/abu-dhabi-investment-authority-to-invest-1-billion-in-indias-infrastructure-fund/articleshow/61108982.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance/adia-puts-100m-in-kkrs-india-credit-platform/articleshow/61920600.cms
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/lulu-group-to-expand-retail-presence-in-india/article9960417.ece
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/lulu-group-to-expand-retail-presence-in-india/article9960417.ece
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302654266
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/german-mirror-launches-lubricant-brand-in-india/article9986144.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/infrastructure/abu-dhabi-fund-to-invest-rs-2000-crore-in-cube-highways-infrastructure/articleshow/61536816.cms
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Dubai  based Comoculture to enter India early next fiscal  Indian companies eyeing a stake in Abu Dhabi oilfields 

 

Dubai headquartered lifestyle fashion 

retail brand Comoculture plans to 

enter India early next fiscal year with 

the launch of its first store, a top 

official of the company said. Read 

More 

 

 

Indian companies are targeting a 

share of Abu Dhabi’s largest offshore 

oil fields as the oil-rich states in the 

Middle East are looking increasingly 

to Asia, their biggest market, for 

funds to help build infrastructure and 

develop new industries. Read More 

Emaar India to invest Rs 1,200 crore in 6 projects  UAE Embassy in India launches a mobile application 

 

Reality firm Emaar India will launch 

6 projects, comprising 1,600 units, in 

Gurugram this year with an 

estimated investment of Rs 1,200 

crore with demand reviving for 

ready-to-move-in properties. Read 

More 

 

 

The UAE Embassy in India launched 

a mobile application named "UAE 

Embassy in New Delhi" to help 

Emiratis travelling to India or 

residing in India as well as Indian 

citizens with interests in the UAE. 

Read More 

GJEPC working with DMCC to set up gold standards 

 India’s Malabar Gold to use Dubai as production base for 

overseas push 

 

India’s gems and jewellery export 

promotion council (GJEPC) is 

working with the Dubai multi 

commodities centre (DMCC) to set 

up goods delivery standards for gold 

and diamond trade, a senior industry 

official said. Read More 

 

 

Indian Jeweller Malabar Gold & 

Diamonds plans to develop a gold 

jewellery design and manufacturing 

facility in Dubai, with the location 

being in Jebel Ali. Read More 

Emirates NBD begins operations in India  RAKBank launches blockchain-based remittance to India 

 

Emirates NBD, the UAE's second-

largest bank, has started operations 

in India with the inauguration of its 

first branch in Mumbai. The bank 

aims to invest USD100 million capital 

towards its Indian operations. Read 

More 

 

 

RAKBank has announced that it has 

partnered with Ripple to leverage on 

its global blockchain network 

(RippleNet) to offer instant and 

secure money transfer services to 

Axis Bank account holders based in 

India. Read More 

Dubai sees 20% growth in Indian tourists arrival in 2017  North East’s Kew pineapples headed for Dubai 

 

India retained top spot on Dubai's list 

of source markets for inbound 

tourism, with 1,478,000 Indian 

tourists arriving in the city between 

January and September this year, 

registering a significant 20% rise over 

the same period in 2016. Read More 

 

 

In a step towards boosting export 

potential of perishable agricultural 

commodities, especially fruits and 

vegetables from north-eastern 

region, a consignment of Kew 

variety of pineapple was exported to 

Dubai for the first time. Read More 
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